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AMERICAN  PRISONERS  OF  WAR  DENIED  RE-ENTRY  INTO  UNITED  STATES . . . 
UNITED  STATES  CONGRESS  VOTES  TO  FORGET  REMAINING  PRISONERS  OF  WAR... 

Michele  Morley 


Preposterous  headlines?  Probably  so,  but  in  reality  the  message  is  painfully  accurate. 

The  United  States  prisoners  of  the  Southeast  Asia  War  are  not  only  those  53  Americans  who 
the  Department  of  Defense  officially  classifies  as  POW  -  nor  even  the  1300  more  Americans 
who  are  still  missing.  A  much  larger  group  than  this  exists  -  a  group  the  American  people 
have  the  complete  power  to  release  immediately .  These  are  the  draft  resisters ,  the 
deserters ,  and  the  Vietnam  era  veterans  with  less-than-honorable-discharges . 

Why  do  I  as  an  MIA  wife  propose  identifying  those  who  seek  universal,  unconditional  amnesty 
as  prisoners  of  war?  Because  I,  too,  am  a  prisoner  of  war  and  share  my  confining  circum¬ 
stances  with  the  deserters ,  resisters ,  and  less-than-honorably-discharged  of  this  war. 

Our  chains  are  helplessness ,  fear,  frustration ,  and  the  failings  of  the  impersonal  and 
massive  military  bureaucracy.  Our  torture  has  been  an  indeterminate  sentence.  As  prisoners 
of  war  we  share  the  loneliness  of  separation  from  loved  ones,  the  limbo  of  existence ,  and 
the  uncertainty  of  resolution. 

The  Vietnam  War  made  prisoners  of  3,826  draft  resisters  who  served  sentences  of  several 
months  to  several  years.  A  total  of  7,728  were  convicted  of  Selective  Service  Act 
violations  and  are  now  classified  as  felons  with  the  accompanying  limitations  of  freedom. 
These  individuals  were  imprisoned  or  placed  on  probation .  They  clearly  imprisoned  their 
bodies  so  their  consciences  could  be  free. 

Thousands  of  prisoners  of  war  can  only  be  repatriated  by  a  reconciling  amnesty.  There 
are  450,000  Vietnam  era  veterans  with  less-fhan-honorable-discharges .  The  majority  of 
these  discharges  were  given  not  as  a  consequence  of  a  trial,  but  imposed  by  an  admin-- 
istrative  military  command  decision .  An  examination  of  statistics  reveals  a  dramatic 
increase  in  General  and  Undesirable  discharges  in  the  fiscajl  years ,  '70, '71,  and  ,'72.. 

These  three  years  correspond  to  a  cutback  in  the  armed  forces  by  the  Nixon  Administration. 

The  most  common  interpretation  of  this  is  that  many  company  commanders  used  these  discharges 
in  order  to  meet  their  cutback  requirements  and  to  remove  difficult  individuals  from  their 
commands  without  the  expense  in  energy  and  time  of  court-martial  hearings.  Reasons  given 
for  such  discharges  range  from  character  disorders  and  financial  irresponsibility  to  obesity, 
bedwetting,  and  "other  good  and  sufficient  reasons."  Less-than-honorable-discharges  were 
also  given  for  drug  abuse,  even  though  drugs  became  a  problem  for  many  because  of  their 
tour  of  duty  in  Vietnam. 
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These  Vietnam  era  veterans  -  men  who  gave  military  service  -  are  now  facing  life  as 
prisoners  of  the  Vietnam  War.  Because  of  their  less-than-honorahle-discharges  they  will 
be  imprisoned  in  menial  jobs  without  benefits  for  education,  housing ,  loans,  and  medical 
care  unless  there  is  a  universal,  unconditional  amnesty. 

The  number  of  deserters  of  the  Vietnam  War  was  more  than  triple  the  highest  rate  during  the 

Korean  War  and  much  higher  than  any  rate  recorded  in  World  War  II.  To  generalize  that  the 

deserters  were  cowards  fails  in  fact.  Many  deserters  won  medals  for  their  brave  conduct  in 
Vietnam.  Many  deserted  only  after  they  had  been  to  Vietnam  and  saw  what  we  were  doing  there. 
While  an  increasing  number  of  American  citizens  were  protesting  the  war  -  as  many  as  76%  - 
TVnerican  militarymen  and  women  also  had  the  same  growing  doubts  about  our  involvement  in 
Southeast  Asia  but  not  the  same  freedom  to  protest.  Americans  must  understand  we  gave  these 

men  no  way  to  resist  other  than  imprisonment,  exile  from  their  family  and  country,  or  both. 

Many  opposed  to  amnesty  think  any  sincere  resister  could  have  obtained  a  conscientious 
objector  status  before  or  after  induction .  But  we  must  remember  -  the  present  CO  status 
doesn't  allow  for  selective  objection  to  war  (which  was  extremely  high  during  Vietnam) , 
the  Selective  Service  didn't  even  provide  information  on  CO  status  to  registrants  until 
1971,  the  Supreme  Court  changed  its  definition  of  what  a  CO  is  three  different  times  during 
the  course  of  the  Vietnam  War,  the  complicated  nature  of  the  procedure  and  the  requirement 
of  articulation  and  sophistication  in  presenting  a  CO  case  discriminated  against  minorities 
and  poorer  whites. 

How  can  we  say  we  will  never  repeat  the  mistake  of  Vietnam  when  we  have  yet  to  end  the 
mistakes  of  Vietnam.  While  we  are  proceeding  through  Paris  Agreements  and  detente  to 
reconcile  with  the  world,  why  delay  the  reconciliation  of  Americans. 

A  dialogue  about  amnesty  must  begin.  It  was  an  informed  Aiiierica  that  brought  about  the 
beginning  of  a  change  in  U.S.  policy  in  Southeast  Asia.  It  will  be  an  informed  America 
that  achieves  a  universal,  unconditional  amnesty . 

Out  of  our  own  particular  agony  -  MIA  families ,  disabled  veterans ,  resisters  and  their 
families ,  those  exiled  -  we  have  come  to  view  each  other  as  the  enemy.  Can't  we  finally, 
after  all  these  years,  see  that  we  have  all  been  victims  of  our  government's  policy?  It's 
time  to  heal  ourselves  and  work  together  to  prevent  future  Vietnams . 

Whether  it  is  a  "few  hundred"  in  need  of  amnesty  as  the  President  suggests ,  or  500,000 
as  the  statistics  compiled  from  the  Selective  Service,  the  Defense  Department,  and  the 
Veterans  Administration  indicate,  these  are  the  prisoners  of  war  that  will  be  set  free 
by  an  informed  and  healing  America. 

(This  article  by  Michele  will  be  appearing  on  the  Op-Ed  Page  of  the  New  York  Times . ) 


^  ^  JS. 


cunne/ty  new/ 


■  ■  ■  ■  Carole  Nelson 


OUR  JUNE  AMNESTY  FORUMS  proved  to  be  well  worth  the  energy  people  around  the  state  put 
into  them.  The  ones  in  the  Twin  Cities  drew  moderate  crowds  but  beautiful  people  ...  a 
Gold  Star  mother  from  St.  Paul  -  South  St.  Paul  parents  whose  son  is  in  Canada  -  an 
American  Legion  woman  from  Farmington  -  a  Vietnam  veteran  who  now  believes  in 
unconditional  amnesty  are  a  few  examples  of  new  people  we  met. 
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>OUR  OWATONNA  meeting  was  organized  by  Shirley  Mens  who  has  been  working  virtually  alone 
there  for  months  -  since  our  visit  with  Louise  Ransom  and  Michele  Morley  there  is  a  group 
of  15  anxious  to  move  ahead.  They've  had  two  meetings  already  and  another  is  planned 
for  August. 

>OUR  REDWOOD  FALLS  coffee  party,  planned  by  Rev.  Loren  and  Shirley  Espeland  and  sponsored 
by  the  Redwood  Falls  Ministerial  Association  drew  about  25  people  of  all  ages  and 
attitudes.  We  had  a  very  good  discussion. 

>IN  MARSHALL  we  met  with  about  50  folks  from  the  area,  most  of  them  already  committed  to 
amnesty.  We  spent  most  of  the  evening  talking  about  what  they  could  do  to  coordinate  the 
campaign  in  Southwestern  Minn.  Polly  Mann  and  Jim  Huebly  are  following  up  on  initial 
contacts  Polly,  Kay  Halvorson,  and  I  made  when  we  were  in  Worthington  in  May.  Other 
communities  in  the  area  are  also  interested  in  getting  groups  started.  Some  exciting 
things  happening  in  this  area  of  Minn. 

>WE  STOPPED  in  Montevideo  for  a  newspaper  interview  and  in  Long  Prairie  where  Louise  and 
Michele  did  a  half  hour  radio  program. 

>IN  LITTLE  FALLS  the  Morrison  County  Clergy  &  Laity  folks  again  did  a  terrific  job.  We  had 
an  evening  meeting  with  about  75  folks  from  Little  Falls  and  the  surrounding  area.  It 
was  a  mixed  group  and  the  discussion  was  really  lively.  (Incidentally  Pat  Powers  and  Rita 
Bartl  sell  the  best  popcorn  in  the  state  from  their  little  popcorn  wagon  beside  the  Nat,l 
Bank  -  guess  what's  stamped  on  the  box  -  MINNESOTANS  FOR  AMNESTY.  Stop  by  and  see  them!) 

<3^0  0 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO  ALL  OF  US  o  o  o  o 

PHONE  CALLS  to  8  DFL  Congressional  chairpeople  -  letters  and  calls  to  State  Senatorial  and 
County  chairpeople  -  speaking  at  pre-caucus  meetings  -  involvement  in  Precinct  caucuses  - 
State  District/County  conventions  -  testimony  before  DFL  State  Platform  Committee  -  outstate 
members  testifying  before  their  Platform  Committees  -  contacting  State  Convention  delegates  - 
three  days  at  the  DFL  State  Convention.  All  of  this  and  many  "little"  things  payed  off 
June  16  when  a  universal,  unconditional  amnesty  resolution  passed  the  DFL  State  Convention. 
The  vote?  70%  in  favor,  30%  opposed.  (Contrary  to  media  reports  all  but  about  200  delegates 
were  still  there  when  the  vote  was  taken).  It  looks  as  though  folks  here  want  amnesty. 

BUT  WHAT  OF  THE  POLITICIANS?  Well,  here's  our  Governor's  response  (St.  Paul  Pioneer  Press, 
June  18):  "On  the  amnesty  issue,  Anderson  favors  granting  of  amnesty  for  those  who  left  the 
country  as  a  matter  of  conscience. .. .But  there  should  be  different  treatment,  he  added,  for 
persons  who  left  simply  because  they  didn't  like  the  Army.  Anderson  said  he  served  in  the 
Army,  and  didn't  like  it,  but  he  continued  to  serve  anyhow. .. .There  is  no  climate  at  this 
time,  he  said  to  grant  'total  amnesty  for  everybody'."  It's  a  pity  he  wasn't  at  the  Con¬ 
vention  to  feel  the  "climate".  So,  we  know  the  sentiment  of  the  people,  now  our  task  is  to 
convince  the  politicians. 

IVE  VllLL  be  working  on  this  extensively  throw-out  the  state  -  LETTER  WRITING  CAMPAIGN, 

AMNESTY  PETITION  DRIVE,  GOING  TO  CANDIDATES  MEETINGS  AND  ASKING  FOR  THEIR  PUBLIC  POSITION , 
ETC.  Our  amnesty  force  is  growing  -  we  now  have  contacts  in  78  outstate  communities  - 
but  we  will  be  needing  all  your  help  too.  You'll  hear  from  us! 
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^  MCLC  ASSOCIATE  Donna  Anderson  organized  a  group  in  Duluth  that  had  a  Minnesotans  for 
Amnesty  literature  table  at  the  Republican  State  Convention.  Donna  said  about  75%  of  the 
delegates  were  glad  we  were  there  and  generally  the  women  were  most  supportive  of  our 
position.  The  Republican's  passed  a  conditional  amnesty  calling  for  a  case  by  case  review. 

^LOUISE  RANSOM  (Americans  for  Amnesty)  has  a  new  co-worker.  He  is  Donald  Dawson,  a 
former  Air  Force  pilot  discharged  in  1973  for  refusing  to  bomb  Cambodia. 

^MORRISON  COUNTY  MCLC  (Little  Falls)  just  ran  a  terrific  page  ad  in  their  local  paper. 

The  headline  reads  -  TO:  MORRISON  COUNTY  LEGISLATORS  AND  PARTY  LEADERS  FROM:  YOUR 
CONSTITUENTS  REASON:  UNCONDITIONAL  AMNESTY.  This  is  followed  by  little  known,  but  very 
Important  and  startling  facts  on  the  draft  and  amnesty.  For  a  copy  write  to:  Pat  Powers, 
106  -  4th  Ave.  N.E.,  Little  Falls,  56345.  It's  a  great  idea! 

^WEEK  OF  CONCERN:  Sept.  29  -  Oct.  6  will  be  devoted  to  public  education  on  the  200,000 
political  prisoners  in  South  Vietnam  and  the  500,000  men  and  women  in  need  of  unconditional 
amnesty  here  in  the  U.S. .  Many  activities  will  be  planned  -  much  help  is  needed.  Call 
the  office  if  you  can  spare  some  time  for  this  important  week. 


Peace  Conversion  ■  ■  ■  ■  Kay  Halvorson 

THE  FOLLOWING  PAGES  cover  many  facets  of  the  developing  campaign:  The  cost  of  B-1  to 
Minnesota,  New  campaign  support.  What's  happening  in  Gongress,  New  information  on  our 
local  focus  for  the  campaign  -  Honeywell. 

A  State  by  State  Cost  Benefit  Analysis  shows  Minnesota  will  be  paying  $825  million 
($825,000,000)  for  the  B-1  Bomber  if  production  is  not  stopped.  The  price  tag  - 
$1,000  per  family  of  four!  Through  fiscal  '73,  there  were  4,048  prime  military 
contractors,  suppliers  and  subcontractors,  the  largest  being  Rockwell  International, 
General  Electric  and  Boeing.  Despite  Boeing  and  the  Air  Force  boasts  of  the  number  of 
companies  and  jobs  involved,  only  three  states  (Washington,  California,  Ohio)  appear  to 
"benefit"  from  the  B-1  program.  A  few  states  have  pockets  where  B-1  has  substantial 
economic  impact,  but  for  most,  the  economic  significance  is  negligible.  Thirty  one  Minn, 
corporations  have  received  combined  contracts  of  only  $2,744,931  through  fiscal  '73. 

Two  companies  with  contracts  for  the  engine  are  Fluidyne  Engineering  Corporation  and 
Rosemount  Engineering  Company. 
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Paramount  to  all  this  is  our  country's  dependency  on  military-related  production  and  re¬ 
search.  Preparation  for  and  waging  of  war  has  become  dominant  in  our  society  and  much  of 
our  inflation  stems  from  parasitic  military  growth.  The  military  has  priority  control 
over  capital,  industrial  technology,  and  research  (affecting  the  curricula  in  top  techno¬ 
logical  institutes) .  Weapons  production  must  be  ended  and  industry  converted  to  just 
purposes . 


( 


NEW  SUPPORT 

In  May,  two  important  national  environmental  groups.  Environmental  Action  and  Friends  of 
the  Earth,  announced  opposition  to  the  Air  Force's  production  of  the  B-1.  They  are  the 
first  two  organizations  to  join  the  campaign  on  purely  ecological  grounds.  If  you  would 
like  a  copy  of  their  statements  contact  us. 

The  National  Federation  of  Priests  Council  passed  a  resolution  in  March  opposing  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  B-1  and  resolving  to  coordinate  visits  to  Congresspeople  and  Rockwell  offices. 

Support  for  the  campaign  from  labor  is  beginning  to  grow.  Ernest  R.  DeMaio,  international 
vice-president  of  UE  sent  the  following  telegram  to  the  Chicago  News  Service  at  the  time 
of  G.E.'s  Stockholders  Meeting:  "If  the  policy  of  our  nation  is  to  move  toward  peace,  then 
we  clearly  do  not  need  another  offensive  weapon  such  as  the  B-1  Bomber.... By  cutting  back 
on  unnecessary  military  spending  projects ,  such  as  the  B-1,  we  can  relieve  inflationary 
pressures ,  cut  prices  and  convert  industrial  facilities  to  the  production  of  peace-time 
goods  the  people  need.... On  behalf  of  the  membership  of  my  union,  the  United  Electrical, 
Radio  and  Machine  Workers  of  America,  I  pledge  our  determination  to  help  stop  the  B-1 
bomber,  and  to  spend  for  people,  not  for  war." 
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CONGRESSIONAL  UPDATE 

It's  a  sad  commentary  when  arguments  in  a  three  hour  Senate  debate  on  cutting  $200  million 
in  the  B-1  authorization  equate  increasing  military  hardware  with  national  security. 
Humanitarian  arguments  were  barely  mentioned. 

B-1  Authorization  votes  ended  June  11  when  the  Senate  passed  the  Military  Procurement  Bill 
cutting  $44  million  from  the  fiscal  '75  request.  The  House  voted  the  full  $499  million 
Dept,  of  Defense  request  -  now  a  compromise  must  be  worked  out  by  a  Senate/House  Committee. 

In  the  House,  Rep.  Pike  again  sponsored  an  amendment  that  would  have  eliminated  all  B-1 
funds.  It  was  defeated  309  to  94  (5/22/74).  This  is  how  our  Minn,  delegation  voted: 
Blatnik,  Bergland  and  Fraser  supported  the  amendment;  Quie ,  Nelson,  Frenzel ,  Karth  and 
Zwach  opposed  it.  BUT  LAST  YEAR  Frenzel  and  Karth  supported  the  amendment.  Here’s  some 
things  we  can  do  before  Appropriation  decisions  are  made  in  Sept.:  WRITE  TO  FRENZEL  AND 
KARTH  ASKING  FOR  CONCISE  EXPLANATIONS  OF  WHY  THEY  CHANGED  THEIR  VOTE;  WRITE  LETTERS  OF 
SUPPORT  TO  THOSE  VOTING  FOR  THE  AMENDMENT ,  ENCOURAGING  THEM  TO  DO  WHAT  THEY  CAN  IN  THE 
FUTURE  TO  STOP  THE  B-1;  WRITE  TO  THOSE  OPPOSED  TO  THE  AMENDMENT  EXPRESSING  YOUR  OPINIONS 
AND  ASKING  FOR  A  CONCISE  EXPLANATION  OF  THEIR  POSITION.  BE  SURE  AND  LET  US  KNOW  WHAT 
RESPONSE  YOU  GET. 


( 


HONEYWELL 


TO  MAKE  PEACE  CONVERSION  concrete  and  real  locally,  we  are  focusing  on  Honeywell,  Inc. 
These  two  Peace  Conversion  focuses  (B-1  &  Honeywell)  make  the  campaign  more  intricate  but 
allow  us  to  involve  new  constituencies  and  form  fresh  alliances  with  people  previously 
not  working  together  on  common  community  problems. 


"Under  appearances  the  most  venerable  and  institutions  the  most  revered;  under  the  sanctity 
of  religion,  the  dignity  of  government,  and  the  smiles  of  beneficence ,  do  the  subtle  and 
ambitious  make  their  first  encroachments  upon  their  species.  WATCH  and  OPPOSE  ought  there¬ 
fore  to  be  the  motto  of  mankind.  Josiah  Quincy,  1774 
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WE  ARE  researching  Honeywell’s  war  contracts  and  weapons,  how  they  violate  international 
law  prohibiting  the  use  of  weapons  "that  cause  unnecessary  suffering  or  have  indiscriminate 
effects and  investigating  the  City  of  Minneapolis'  potential  responsibility. 

MUCH  MORE  ON  THIS  IN  PEACE  &  JUSTICE  PACKETS  THIS  FALL.  WE  HAVE  SOME  EXCITING  ACTIVITIES 
PLANNED  FOR  OUR  PEACE  CONVERSION  CAMPAIGN.  JOIN  US  IN  THIS  NEW  EFFORT. 


^GENOCIDE 


^  filibuster  in  the  U.S.  Senate  Feb.  6,  1974  prevented  passage  this  session  of  the 
International  Convention  on  the  Prevention  and  Punishment  of  the  Crime  of  Genocide. 

The  Genocide  Convention  was  approved  by  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  in  1948 
following  Hitler's  persecution  of  Jews  during  World  War  II.  The  U.S.  would  have  been 
the  79th  nation  to  ratify  it.  Why  wasn't  it  passed?  Senate  opponents  said  the  treaty 
could  lead  to  the  extradition  of  U.S.  citizens  for  trial  before  an  international  or 
foreign  court  without  the  protections  of  the  U.S.  Constitution.  Seems  that  these 
Senators  recognize  the  guilty  parties  after  all!  Senators  Mondale  and  Humphrey  were 
for  ratifying  the  treaty. 

^  ^  ^ 


THE  RED  CROSS  AND  SOUTH  VIETNAM'S  POLITICAL  PRISONERS 


.  Marianne  Hamilton 


IN  MAY  the  International  Committee  to  Free  South 
Vietnamese  Political  Prisoners  and  other  local  groups, 
including  MCLC,  attempted  to  reach  the  delegates  to  the 
National  Red  Cross  Convention  held  in  Mpls.  with  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  plight  of  the  200,000  civilian  detainees 
in  Saigon's  prisons.  The  International  Red  Gross 
stopped  visiting  the  prisoners  in  March,  1972  because 
of  restrictions  placed  on  them  by  the  Saigon  government. 
The  Paris  Agreements  call  for  the  Red  Cross  to  inspect 
these  camps. 

THE  MINNESOTA  COUNCIL  ON  RELIGION  AND  RACE  sponsored  a 
resolution  to  present  to  the  Convention  which  was 
immediately  blocked  by  Red  Cross  officials.  So  much 
for  "proper  channels".  The  only  alternative  was  to  go 
directly  to  the  delegates.  Jean-Pierre  Debris,  a 
Frenchman  held  prisoner  by  the  Saigon  government  came 
from  Washington  to  help.  Leafleting  and  lobbying  the  i 
delegates  took  place  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

The  next  morning  more  leafleting  ,  a  replica  of  a  tiger 
cage  was  erected,  pictures  of  victims  were  displayed , and 
Clara  Barton  (nurse  founder  of  the  R.C.)  stood  before 
the  delegates  with  bloodied  hands. 

ON  THE  LAST  DAY  several  youth  delegates,  angered  by  the  actions  of  Red  Cross  officials, 
presented  a  resolution  calling  for  Inspection  of  the  prisons,  for  Saigon  to  honor  the 
Paris  Agreements  and  for  the  Convention  to  institute  a  campaign  comparable  to  its  "Letters 
to  Hanoi"  campaign  for  release  of  the  prisoners.  A  weak  resolution  came  out  of  the 
Committee  only  affirming  the  Red  Cross'  concern  for  victims  of  war.  Even  so,  we  feel  it 
was  worth  our  time  -  many  delegates  went  home  committed  to  pursuing  the  issue. 

NOTE:  Honorary  president  of  the  American  Red  Cross  is  Richard  Nixon  and  eight  members  of 
the  Board  of  Governors  are  appointed  by  him,  including  James  Schlesinger,  Casper 
Weinberger  and  other  State  Dept,  and  Treasury  officials.  Doesn't  that  tell  the  story? 


AuisC  iUJ^nx. 

ci/ioiA4m.  ^  'PtuL  C/u^  a. 

cu/iXtAA^ 


JROTC  -  MILITARY  TRAINING  MOLDING  YOUTH 


Fr.  Jerry  Kegler 
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THE  APRIL  1  American  Report  informed  us  that  there  are  more  than  1,000  Junior  ROTC  units 
in  high  schools  across  the  country  with  enrollments  of  171,257  boys  and  girls.  Two  local 
schools.  Cretin  and  St.  Thomas  Academy  enroll  1,451. 


CRHIN  HIGH  SCHOOL 


•  ROTC  Honor  School 

•  Rifle  Team 

•  Crack  Drill 

•  National  Rifle  Associaton 

•  Military  Marching  Band 

•  Free  Gov.  Issue  Uniforms 

•  Leadership  Development 

Want  a  High  School  education  thot's  different?  Try  Cretin  High  School! 
Through  its  Military  Program,  you  have  additional  opportunities 
to  gain  admission  to  West  Point,  Annapolis,  and  the  Air  Force  Academy, 
or  to  obtain  a  full  four  year  scholarship  at  a  college  of  your  choice.  What¬ 
ever  your  career  ambitions  moy  be,  you  will  attend  a  school  with  o  trodi- 
tion  of  excellence,  whose  graduates  tell  us  it  means  more  to  be  able 
to  say  that  they  graduated  from  a  private.  Catholic,  Military  High  School, 
such  as  Cretin. 


ON  MARCH  1  and  8  of  this  year  Cretin  ran  ads  in  The  Catholic  Bulletin,  a  local  newspaper. 
The  Pastoral  Team  of  St.  Mark’s  parish  wrote  a  letter  in  protest  to  the  school  leadership 
(student,  parent,  faculty).  The  letter  strongly  objected  to  the  military  emphasis  in  the 
ads  and  stated  that  the  positive  value  of  any  Catholic  school  lies  in  its  reinforcement 
of  Christian  values  and  certainly  not  in  any  military  program.  The  letter  added: 

"Our  complaint  extends  more  deeply  than  simply  the  focus  of  advertising .  The 
whole  purpose  of  military  presence  on  our  Catholic  campuses  needs  serious  re- 
evaluation.  There  seems  to  be  a  subtle  assumption  that  discipline  requires 
military  discipline  and  uniformity ,  and  that  there  is  something  more  virile 
about  a  military  atmosphere.  If  this  assumption  were  ever  appropriate,  it  is 
certainly  no  longer  so  and  seems  meaningless  and,  in  fact,  detrimental.... 

Consistent  with  Gospel  values  and  recent  church  documents,  it  might  be  expected 
that  graduates  of  Catholic  schools  be  trained  as  peacemakers,  able  to  deal 
with  conflict  in  non-violent  ways,  rather  than  as  junior  soldiers ." 

RESPONSE  to  this  letter,  though  apologetic  about  the  focus  of  the  ads,  only  re-emphasized 
Cretin’s  belief  in  the  positive  value  of  the  military  program  in  ’’leadership  training, 
vocational  opportunity,  school  spirit".  St.  Mark’s  Pastoral  Team  learned  that  the  commit¬ 
ment  to  military  in  the  school  is  more  deeply  entrenched  than  had  been  imagined.  The 
encouraging  part  is  that  students  are  more  and  more  turning  away  from  it.  There’s  much 
to  be  done  in  this  area  -  the  military  mind  is  formed  early. 


■AMERICAN  INDIAN  INTERNATIONAL  TREATY  CONFERENCE  .  .  ,  Nick  Meinhardt 


THE  FIRST  INTERNATIONAL  TREATY  CONFERENCE  sponsored  by  the  American  Indian  Movement  and 
held  on  the  Standing  Rock  Sioux  Tribe  reservation,  June  8-16,  drew  almost  3,000  people 
representing  97  tribes  from  Canada,  Latin  America,  and  this  country,  and  observers  from 
9  countries. 

REPRESENTATIVES  from  six  geographical  areas  (Northern  Plains,  Southern  Plains,  East  U.S. 
and  Canada,  Great  Lakes,  Northwest  and  Southwest)  were  chosen  to  sit  on  an  International 
Treaty  Council  which  will  be  bringing  attention  to  treaty  rights  by  going  to  the  World 
Court,  the  United  Nations  and  the  U.S.  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee. 
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HELP  UFW  PICKET  APPLEBAUM’S 


APPLEBAUMS  food  stores, 
sell  non-UFW  grapes 
W.  44th  St.,  Mpls. 


which  also  operate  the  Target  store  food  sections, 
and  lettuce.  Contact:  UNITED  FARM  WORKERS,  3125 
55410.  Phone:  920-4090 


M WE’RE  HAPPY  TO  ANNOUNCE  the  appointment  of  Don  Luce  as  Executive  Director  of  National 
Clergy  &  Laity  Concerned.  Don  was  Director  of  International  Voluntary  Services  in  South 
Vietnam  until  he  resigned  in  1967.  Since  then  he  has  worked  tirelessly  against  the  war 
and  for  the  Vietnamese  people.  Recently  Don  has  been  with  the  Indochina  Mobile  Education 
Project.  In  1970  Don  and  two  Congresspeople  discovered  the  notorious  tiger  caps  p  one 
of  South  Vietnam’s  largest  prisons.  Time  described  him:  "Don  Luce  is  to  the  South 
Vietnamese  government  what  Ralph  Nader  is  to  General  Motors.  He  knows  the  culture  and 
people  better  than  virtually  any  correspondent  or  U.S.  government  employee. 


NOTES  ON  MCLC.  .  .  . 

Larry  Dodge,  our  fund-raising  coordinator ,  recently  left 
the  staff.  For  the  present,  the  rest  of  us  are  picking 
up  these  tasks.  But  time  is  short  and  the  jobs  are  many 
We  appeal  to  everyone  and  anyone  who  has  the  ideas,  the 
time  or  the  energy  to  work  in  these  areas  to  give  us  a 
call . 

While  we  await  new  people  to  aid  in  fundraising  and 
society-building ,  you  can  make  the  tasks  easier.  A 
prompt  response  to  guarterly  pledge  reminders,  etc. 
will  lighten  the  work  load  considerably. 

Despite  the  continuing  generosity  of  Associates 
and  Members,  MCLC  has  a  six  month  deficit  of 

$3,432.93  below  our  projected  budget.  Addition  of  new  members  would  help  over¬ 
come  this,  as  they  increase  the  strength  of  our  society .  If  you  have  any 
friends ,  relatives  or  acquaintances  you  think  would  be  interested  in  becoming 
a  part  of  MCLC  call  or  send  in  their  names  and  addresses .  We  have  a  membership 
invitation  and  MCLC  information  packet  ready  to  be  mailed. 

We  are  beginning  work  on  a  new  funding  area:  to  gain  major  support  from  churches 
and  other  institutions .  A  group  of  Associates  is  writing  a  series  of  proposals 
to  be  used.  If  you  would  be  willing  to  approach  your  church  or  social  concerns 
group  with  us,  please  call. 

A  spec 7 a  1  request  to  people  who  have  not  yet  renewed  their  membership  for  1974. 
MCLC  needs  your  continued  support :  please  let  us  know  if  you  wish  to  continue 
your  affiliation  -  send  in  your  yellow  renewal  card,  send  your  check,  or  drop 
us  a  note. 

•BECAUSE  AMERICAN  REPORT  INCREASED  ITS  SUBSCRIPTION  RATE  WE  CAN  NO  LONGER  OFFER 
IT  AS  PART  OF  YOUR  MCLC  MEMBERSHIP  -  BUT  WE  HOPE  YOU'LL  CONTINUE  TO  SUBSCRIBE 
TO  IT  -  WE  THINK  IT'S  AN  EXCELLENT  PUBLICATION . 


